In the following I want to share my experience with the reader of traveling to Cairo and visiting the Cairo University as well as my point of view of using E-Learning and especially working with Moodle.  

First I want to anticipate that the trip to Cairo was interesting  and beneficial in many points. 

We all get to know some essential differences between the both cultures and some amusing similarities in the student's life. It was very enjoyable how  hospitably we were welcomed and how helpful the students as well as the university staff was by showing us round and furnishing information about the city, the university and the way of life in Cairo. As expected we have seen some amazing peaces of human history by visiting the pyramids, the sphinx and the Egypt national museum. Even though it was just a weekend, it was worthwhile after all. 
Somewhere in the middle of our attendance we sat together with the students of the Cairo University and discussed the topic E-Learning. 
I think that there are some fundamental counterpoints against using E-Learning in general. For example the risk of social isolation for the student, the missing face-to-face contact, the fact that education is not just mere offer of learning material but a more complicated pedagogic process that can not be provided through the computer. On the basis of the mentioned arguments I don't think that traditional learning should be fully replaced by E-Learning, but I do think that it can be an useful tool of efficient learning and an other, maybe more appealing way of  learning. I probably should mention that I'm now only talking about the case within the concept of competition between the both learning techniques makes sense. We could easily think of a case or a country when e.g. the distance between  the university and the home is too big or the magnitude of the teaching staff is too small, so that traditional teaching can't be offered. In that case E-Learning is the best method of education (q.v. 100-Dollar-Notebook). 

If come to the first case and we now accept the point of E-Learning being an additional but not the main point of education, I want to discuss what parts of the E-Learning tools in general and Moodle in particular should be improved. As far as I am concerned I think the point of providing attraction scopes in E-Learning Networks like Moodle is far more important as it is assumed by some. By attraction points I mean tasks that not just ask you a question and then give you the answer, but mainly consider the interactive and visual possibilities a computer is offering. I would like to see more pod casts, flash animations, audio/video lectures, java-applets, movies, learning games and so on. Even a link list to such things would be nice and I admit that it is offered in some proportion in Moodle and other Networks but I still think that it is undeserved that for example the focus on communication plays a bigger role. I think the communication between the students is pretty much provided by tools like ICQ, AOL, Google Talk, Jabber, IRC, Skype, Yahoo and other famous programs. They will be always ahead of everything an E-Learning Network could offer on the basis of communication. That is perhaps why I personally know nobody who is using chats or instant messengers provided by any E-Learning Network. 

To sum up I want to say that in my experience as an average student I would like to see more modern and not so many dull elements in E-Learning Networks and tools. Because E-Learning should be additional work, it must provide new methods of learning and not copy the old ones. In that sense E-Learning would be much more helpful in the process of understanding and would be used by more students.   

