Journey to Cairo

Our Journey to Cairo began on 2nd  of November 2007 at Aachen Station. After several ours and with some delay, we finally landed at Cairo International Airport at four in the morning and were picked up and taken to our hotel. The first impressions really amazed me, because the streets were so crowded at this time of the day. There were so many other differences that were obvious at the first moment, like the climate, the size of the city (as far as we had seen it at this point), the architecture and so on that we immediately felt that we entered another culture. 

The next day started quite early in the morning and everyone was a little puzzled because of the lack of sleep. We were picked up at the hotel and left to visit the cultural highlights of Cairo. Visiting the Pyramids of Giza, the Egyptian museum, Khan El-Khalili and the other places we went to at the first day, was one of the most impressive experiences of my life, although it was too much information for one day. I especially would have liked to spend more time in the Egyptian museum because we didn't have enough time to really take look at all exhibits carefully. But our guide did a good job to show us the best and most important (thanks again for a wonderful trip). Another overwhelming part of the day was Khan El-Khalili. That really was an experience, you wouldn't make in Germany. There were smells of different spices everywhere, it was very crowded and loud but we felt a great hospitality as we did during our whole trip. 

At the next morning, we went to Cairo University and the department of Computer Engineering was shown to us. After that, we met some Cairo University students and attended a database lecture with them. I was surprised  that there were nearly no differences to a lecture at Aachen University besides that there were less people in the lecture hall. Another difference was, that the contact to the Professor was more personal. When the lecture was over, we sat together and got to know each other a little better. Then we began to talk about the topic, which actually gave us the chance to visit Cairo: e-Learning. We discussed the moodle system we worked with in the data structures and algorithms lecture and came to the conclusion, that it is a powerful tool, especially to help students study on that topic, that don't have the possibility to attend the lecture at the university every day. Another benefit, in our opinions is that it can support the lecture, because information can be presented from another point of view or in a more interactive way. As a negative issue, we pointed out, that this interactive way of learning should be developed further and that the appearance of the course content should be more attractive, so that the students want to use it. In the evening, we went to see more of Cairo and didn't get much sleep once again.

The next day, we went to University in the morning and attended some presentations and discussed e-Learning again. I think that it is interesting, that our and the Egyptian students' opinions were  nearly the same in every issue. In the evening, we had to leave Cairo again.

All in all I can say, that I had a wonderful time, experienced a lot and really would like to visit Cairo again, because I think I got to know some very nice and interesting people.

By Christian Salmagne

